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hard pressed to find one, a sad statement on 
us. 

As to what I do? No trips during the week 
except to work and back. If I can do any er-
rand on the way, great, otherwise, it waits 
till the weekend. I plan one trip, one circle. 
If something is missed, too bad, it is missed. 
The real clincher is this, I tithe to my 
church, I give the Lord 10% of my gross in-
come. It costs me almost as much, $10 less, 
to keep my car in gasoline between pay-
checks. Now I think it is pretty awful when 
I have to give the gas company as much as 
I give the Lord. He gives me everything I 
have, the gas company gives me nothing ex-
cept anger when I hear of the profits they 
make. And I think that pretty well sums it 
up, 10% to the Lord vs. almost as much to 
the gas company! 

DIANNE, Hayden Lake. 

I am a taxi driver here in Boise. In a year’s 
time, the cost to fill my tank has increased 
nearly 100% but my average fare has re-
mained static. If it were not for my military 
retirement, I would no longer make enough 
to cover basic costs and make a profit. I am 
61 years old and am not practiced in a mar-
ketable skill so the prospect of making a 
move to another occupation is nil. My only 
reasonable hope is that Boise will increase 
our per mile fees in the near future; it is un-
likely that fuel prices will decrease in the 
near future. 

I have been watching your position on do-
mestic drilling with interest. Though alter-
native energy sources are imperative for the 
future of America, I am pleased to see that 
you share my position that energy self-reli-
ance is the immediate solution to our 
present crisis. I applaud you and urge you to 
continue your good work and prosecute this 
agenda with rigor. 

EARLE, Boise. 

Not only is the fuel much too high but I 
cannot find employment. I am over 60, have 
experience, but it seems I am ‘‘over-quali-
fied’’ or I need more ‘‘experience’’. What a 
lot of rubbish! I call it age discrimination, 
but that is difficult to prove. With the fuel 
prices so high, if I do find employment, it 
will take a huge chunk of my pay just to get 
back and forth to work. Are unemployment 
benefits going to be extended for Idaho resi-
dents? My benefits ended this week, no hope 
of a job in sight and my husband can not 
work due to medical reasons. What is a per-
son to do? 

Getting Desperate. 
JANET, Emmett. 

As Director of Gritman Adult Day Health 
which provides day health care for elders 
who want to remain in their own home in 
Moscow and Latah County, I am including 
an article from the NY Times which talks 
about the cost of gas and how it affects rural 
elderly. It is very sad that these folks who 
often aren’t able to drive are so affected by 
the cost of gas. Please do everything you can 
to remedy this: http://online.wsj.com/article/ 
SB121263496261947543.html?mod=googlenews_ 
wsj 

BARB, Moscow. 

Gasoline prices are now far too high for the 
average family, and causing increasing rises 
in the cost of living in many other areas. For 
instance, every time one goes to the grocery 
store, an increase in pricing is noted on 
items, and thus causing many to have to go 
without needed supplies. Saving a percentage 
of income has become just a dream for many, 
and others cannot make ends meet without 
going into further debt. 

BEVERLY, Parma. 

Yes, gas has gotten way out of hand. Do 
what you can to decrease the costs and re-
turn to a life with some normalcy. 

DIANA, Kootenai. 

Thank you for at least noticing that we 
have a problem with the cost. I do not be-
lieve, however, that anything can be done 
with out us paying somewhere else. I make a 
good living working for the military here in 
Boise but am still unable to put any money 
aside. It is funny that every time we receive 
a pay raise that the price of fuel goes up and 
our health care premiums grow as well, so 
you never see any savings. Thanks again; 
good luck with this effort. 

CLINTON, Emmett. 
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RETIREMENT OF WAYNE RIDDLE 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I wel-
come this opportunity to pay tribute 
to Wayne Riddle, who is retiring at the 
end of this year from the Congressional 
Research Service. Wayne is the model 
of a dedicated and talented public serv-
ant. He has spent his career working 
out of the public eye for the greater 
good, providing excellent assistance to 
all of us in Congress for over three dec-
ades, and also taking time to mentor 
younger staffers. 

Wayne is a graduate of the Univer-
sity of Virginia. He earned a master’s 
degree in economics from George 
Washington University while working 
at the Congressional Research Service, 
where he has spent the past 36 years 
serving as a key analyst on elementary 
and secondary education, and twice as 
head of the Education and Labor Sec-
tion at CRS. 

Throughout that time, Congress has 
given high priority to strengthening 
the Nation’s schools, and Wayne has 
been helping us immensely every step 
of the way. He began not long after the 
passage of the original Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act of 1965—the 
Federal Government’s major program 
to improve educational opportunities 
for low-income students. Wayne has 
been indispensable in our work on 
every subsequent reauthorization of 
the act and on all our other efforts on 
elementary and secondary education, 
including the Goals 2000 Act during the 
Clinton administration and the No 
Child Left Behind Act during the cur-
rent Bush administration. His guid-
ance, support and knowledge on issues 
big and small have been invaluable to 
us time and again. 

As Wayne retires to devote more 
time to his family, I know that his col-
leagues at CRS will miss him, and so 
will we. I wish him a long, healthy, and 
happy retirement. He certainly de-
serves it, because he has served our 
country well, and made a very real dif-
ference in the lives of countless chil-
dren who have benefited in their edu-
cation because of his expertise and 
dedication. 
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REMEMBERING TONY DEAN 

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize the passing of a very 

close friend of mine, Tony Dean. As one 
of this Nation’s foremost conservation-
ists, one would be hard put to find 
someone who cared more about wildlife 
and the environment. Tony passed 
away on October 19. 

I had known Tony for years with his 
radio and television broadcasting, but I 
was fortunate enough to get to know 
him much better in my 2002 Senate 
campaign. He told me that he was will-
ing to do whatever I needed him to do, 
and he was honest to his word. With his 
natural and effective connection to tel-
evision viewers, Tony starred in two 
commercials that were critical to the 
success of my 2002 campaign. I have no 
doubt that Tony’s support was crucial, 
though it resulted in many tests to his 
courage. Even amidst the backlash of 
his supporting my campaign, he said, 
‘‘Tim, I know I did the right thing, and 
I’d do it again in a second.’’ Tony 
stared down the people who threatened 
him, and he refused to blink. 

During Senator TED KENNEDY’s eu-
logy of his brother Robert, Senator 
KENNEDY stated that, ‘‘Few are willing 
to brave the disapproval of their fel-
lows, the censure of their colleagues, 
the wrath of their society. Moral cour-
age is a rarer commodity than bravery 
in battle or great intelligence. Yet it is 
the one essential, vital quality for 
those who seek to change a world that 
yields most painfully to change.’’ Tony 
had all those qualities, though most 
importantly, moral courage. And Tony 
Dean had moral courage in spades. 

It was my pleasure to have worked 
with Tony and I would like to offer my 
condolences to his family, friends, and 
fellow advocates. They have much to 
be proud of, and it is my hope that 
their memories will be rich with the 
great many accomplishments he 
achieved during his career. Those of us 
who loved him pray that what he was 
to us and what he wished for others 
will someday come to pass for the 
world. We will miss you, Tony. More 
than any of us can say. 

f 

FORT POLK BARRACKS 
PRIVATIZATION PILOT PROGRAM 

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, on 
September 27, the Senate passed the 
Duncan Hunter National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009, 
which the President signed into law on 
October 14. The legislation includes 
critical provisions that will directly 
improve the quality of life for our men 
and women in uniform, support needed 
reforms in the operations of the De-
partment of Defense and provide our 
soldiers, sailors, Air Force personnel 
and marines with the tools they need 
to defend our freedom. I thank and 
commend Senator LEVIN and our col-
leagues on the Armed Services Com-
mittee for the thorough work on this 
detailed legislation and their persever-
ance in crafting the legislation in a dif-
ficult and at times uncertain process. 

There were a number of filed floor 
amendments to the bill that were not 
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able to be considered because of the 
procedural situation on the floor in 
September. The managers of the bill, 
Senator LEVIN and Senator WARNER, 
stated that they had prepared a set of 
over 90 cleared amendments in a man-
agers’ package for which they believed 
they had unanimous consent to include 
in the bill. It is my understanding that 
one of those amendments was the pro-
vision I had filed to expand the existing 
pilot authority in section 2881a of title 
10, to authorize the Army to carry out 
a pilot program using the private sec-
tor for the acquisition or construction 
of military unaccompanied housing for 
all ranks in an arrangement similar to 
what we have carried successfully with 
the privatization of family housing and 
senior unaccompanied soldiers. While I 
was very disappointed that the amend-
ment could not be adopted because of 
the procedural situation, I want to 
thank Senator LEVIN and the other 
members of the committee for their 
willingness to support inclusion of the 
public-private sector partnership ap-
proach for ensuring improved housing 
for all ranks of our single soldiers. 

The Army already has five similar 
privatization projects underway for 
senior unaccompanied enlisted per-
sonnel or officers. The business case for 
these projects shows that they are not 
only less costly than traditional gov-
ernment-funded construction and 
sustainment, but more importantly, 
the living conditions are vastly im-
proved as soldiers have access to larg-
er, modern apartments on post. The 
living conditions for these soldiers and 
officers will be enhanced to the same 
level as that of military members with 
families. 

Given our Nation’s current financial 
crisis, defense spending is likely to 
come under great stress over the next 
few years. Historically the Army and 
the other services have had great chal-
lenges in maintaining even minimum 
levels of housing sustainment and revi-
talization funding to keep our barracks 
fit for our soldiers. I can speak from 
personal experience about the serious 
deficiencies in the barracks at Fort 
Polk in Leesville. Despite the recent 
increase in Army funding for barracks 
revitalization there, I worry that need-
ed long-term funding will be difficult 
to secure under the traditional model 
to prevent deterioration in the longer 
run. Improved quality of life, including 
housing, is critical to the retention of 
our enlisted soldiers, and critical to 
keeping our All Volunteer force strong. 
Partnerships between the Army and 
the private sector for this segment of 
our military housing will be needed as 
a fundamental long-term solution to 
providing the best housing for our sol-
diers. 

Despite the procedural setback in 
September, I appreciate the support we 
received for our amendment and am 
committed to continue working with 
the Armed Services Committee to ad-
vance this issue in 2009. We are also 
hopeful that the Army will use its ex-

isting authorities to begin extending 
the successful privatization model to 
construction and revitalization of Bar-
racks for all of our soldiers. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO DR. XIAOMING TIAN 

∑ Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, today 
I pay tribute to the outstanding 
achievements of Dr. Xiaoming Tian. 
For many years, Dr. Tian has been rec-
ognized as a leading practitioner of 
Chinese medicine, acupuncture and al-
ternative medicine in the United 
States. I am very pleased that Dr. 
Tian’s recognition was extended world-
wide when he received the prestigious 
World Federation of Chinese Medicine 
Societies, WFCMS, world award for dis-
tinguished physician earlier this year. 

This award is the highest honor the 
WFCMS can bestow, and it is only pre-
sented to a handful of physicians each 
year. This year, only 10 clinical physi-
cians worldwide were honored and Dr. 
Tian received the distinction of the 
only recipient in the United States. 

The World Federation of Chinese 
Medicine Societies was founded in 2003 
and is headquartered in Beijing. Cur-
rently, the federation is chaired by Dr. 
She Jing, Vice-Minister of Health and 
Director of the State Administration of 
Traditional Chinese Medicine of the 
People’s Republic of China. The 
WFCMS includes 174 Chinese medical 
associations from 55 countries and is 
the highest global organization of Chi-
nese medicine. 

In honoring Dr. Tian, the WFCMS re-
ports, ‘‘Dr. Xiaoming Tian’s great con-
tributions include many different areas 
such as clinical medicine, research, 
new Chinese herbal medicine develop-
ment, education and health care pol-
icy. Dr. Tian is highly respected by 
medical professionals and patients in 
the United States.’’ 

As the WFCMS noted, in May of 1991 
Dr. Tian established the first Chinese 
acupuncture clinic at the National In-
stitute of Health, NIH, Clinical Center. 
This clinic represented the first time 
that the NIH had formally recognized 
acupuncture as a routine treatment 
and had developed a procedure code for 
it. Dr. Tian became the first clinical 
consultant on acupuncture within 
NIH’s medical staff. 

In addition to his work at NIH, Dr. 
Tian has taken part in a variety of dif-
ferent research endeavors including an 
intramural study on the efforts of 
using acupuncture to treat cancer pa-
tients from 1992–1993 and an appoint-
ment by President Clinton as one of 20 
members of the White House Commis-
sion on Complementary and Alter-
native Medicine Policy set up to report 
on policy changes that would ensure 
the potential benefits of complemen-
tary and alternative medicine from 
2000–2002. 

More recently, as a co-investigator, 
Dr. Tian participated in a Georgetown 

University Medical Center study of 
using acupuncture to treat 
fibromyalgia. The study, conducted 
under the auspices of an NIH grant, 
was a pioneer study in rheumatism re-
search. Dr. Tian has also served as an 
adjunct professor in the Department of 
Internal Medicine and Rheumatology 
at Georgetown University Medical 
School. He has been the Director of the 
Wildwood Acupuncture Center and 
Academy of Acupuncture and Clinical 
Medicine since 1986 and, with Professor 
Shangaing Chen, Dr. Tian established 
an osteoporosis and osteoarthritis re-
search center at Beijing Medical Uni-
versity in China. Finally, in 2006, Dr. 
Tian was appointed to a four-year term 
on the Cancer Complementary and Al-
ternative Medicine Editorial Board of 
the National Cancer Institute’s Physi-
cian Data Query, PDQ, system, the 
comprehensive cancer database. 

It is fitting that we pay tribute to 
the achievements of Dr. Xioming Tian, 
who has done so much to help patients 
with his groundbreaking research and 
treatment in the emerging field of 
complementary and alternative medi-
cine. I congratulate Dr. Tian on his dis-
tinguished award and ask that he con-
tinue his fine work.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. JAMES TEGNELIA 
∑ Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, today 
I wish to pay tribute to Dr. James 
Tegnelia who will be retiring from his 
position as the Director of the Defense 
Threat Reduction Agency, DTRA, in 
February 2009 and returning to New 
Mexico. 

The DTRA is charged with safe-
guarding the United States and its al-
lies from the threat of weapons of mass 
destruction, WMD, and consists of a 
2,000 member team. Dr. Tegnelia has 
been the Director of this prestigious 
Agency since February of 2005 and has 
been an integral part of its many ac-
complishments. 

Prior to his appointment as the Di-
rector of the DTRA, Dr. Tegnelia was 
the vice president, Department of De-
fense Programs, at Sandia National 
Laboratory in Albuquerque, NM, start-
ing in 1998. He has been involved in de-
fense-related fields since 1971 and has a 
long and distinguished career in cham-
pioning innovative causes. From in-
creasing the DTRA’s efforts in science 
and technology investment in nuclear 
detection, nuclear forensics and ad-
vanced energetic capabilities, to work-
ing on the global stage in the inter-
national effort to counter WMD—in 
part through the establishment of re-
gional and global nonproliferation 
partnerships—Dr. Tegnelia has been a 
true leader in protecting our great Na-
tion. 

In addition to his leadership in secur-
ing our country and its allies from the 
threat of WMD, Dr. Tegnelia has 
worked to strengthen the capabilities 
of the DTRA, transforming the Agency 
into a combat support-focused, tech-
nically agile and operationally rel-
evant organization. 
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